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To THE 


RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 


JOHN, LORD BISHOP OF ROCHESTER, 


"_y 


DEAN OF WESTMINSTER, 


AND OF THE MOST HONOURABLE ORDER OF THE BATH, . 
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THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 


BY HIS LORDSHIP'S MOST OBLIGED, 


OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT, 
, 


WOODFORD, MAY I, 1784. 7 HO MAS MAU R I CE, 


RO DIG and fable are fo intimately blended with whatever 
was magnificent and ſtupendous under the Romiſh Superſtition, 
that we muſt not wonder if the foundation of fo auguſt and celebrated 
an edifice, as WesTMINSTER-ABBEY, be attributed to ſupernatural 
aid, and its conſecration attended with peculiar and diſtinguiſhed mi- 
racles. Accordingly we are informed in monkiſh legends, that St. Peter 
himſelf deſcended-at its ſolemnization ; a grand chorus of celeſtial muſic- 
joined in the awful ceremony; while the radiant glories of heaven illu- 
ned the fabric. 


ro deſcend however from fable to reality, it was originally founded 
bur the year 600, by one of the firſt Saxon kings upon the ruins bf 
an ancient temple, ſaid to be dedicated to Apollo. On the invaſion uf 
the Danes it became the object of ſacrilegious fury; but its decaying | 
| Hplendour was revived, firſt by Edgar, and afterwards by Edwird” the 
Confeflor, 


( vi ) 


Confeſlor, who pulled down the old church, and cauſed a new and 
moſt magnificent one ſor that age to be _ raiſed in its ſtead, in the 
form of a croſs, He confirmed all the old charters in its favour ; he 
granted a new one with more ample privileges and more liberal endow- 
ments; he cauſed it to be ſigned by all the nobility and dignified 
clergy of the realm, in a general convention holden for that purpoſe ; 
and he cloſed the whole by a ſolemn deed, fraught with the moſt 
tremendous imprecations upon all ſuch as ſhould infringe it. Two 
centuries after, a partial decay having taken place, the repair of this 
Abbey on an extended ſcale was begun by Henry the 3d. who did 
not live to complete the deſign he had engaged in. Amidſt the bloody 
and tumultuous wars hetween the Houſes of Vork and Lancaſter, when 
all the works of ſcjence and genius throughout the kingdom were at a 
ſtand, it was indebted for its improvements, during this gloomy in- 
terval, to the private munificence of the ſeveral monks and abbots who 
ſucceſſively enjoyed its revenues. | 


To Henry the ſeventh Weſtminſter-Abbey owed the completion of 
its grandeur, by his erecting that beautiful pile of Gothic architecture 
which bears his name, and is juſtly eſteemed its greateſt ornament. 
The roſe of Lancaſter is ſtill viſible on many parts of the building, 
and his monument of ſolid brats in the center of the chapel, fo nobly 
gilt, and exquiſitely wrought, as to have been the admiration of ages, 
has given him that kind of immortality which his vanity ſeemed to 
aim at. His ſon and ſucceſſor however paid little regard to the ob- 
_ je of his father's ambition, by e it to be. plundered of many 
ineſtimable 


() 


ineſtimable treaſures; and in the unhappy civil wars, when the ancient 
and venerable beauty of all the religious houſes in the kingdom was 
wantonly defaced, this Abbey became once more the plunder of an 
enraged and ſacrilegious banditti. At length, towards the concluſion 
of the laſt century, a general and eomplete repair of this auguſt edi- 
fice, at the national expence, was thought abſolutely neceſſary to ſave 
it from falling into total ruin. This great work was undertaken by 
Sir Chriſtopher Wren with equal vigour and ability, and has fince 
been nearly finiſhed according to the plan laid down by that celebrated 
Architect. The ſouth fide has been new caſed with a more durable 
kind of ſtone than that which formerly inveſted it, and by the 
injuries of time and weather, was in many places decayed to a con- 
ſiderable depth: two very ſtately towers have been added to ſtrengthen 
the building, not inferior in point of workmanſhip and majeſty to any 
part of the ancient ſtructure ; and the choir has lately been adorned with 
new ſtalls and ſeats, in a ſtile correſponding with the internal part of the 
Fabric. 


Thus much was thought neceſſary to be ſaid to gratify the curioſity of 
the reader, as he will find the following pages allude to more important 
conſiderations than thoſe which regard the external hiſtory of this ſacred 
repoſitory of the dead. In ſo large a ſurvey as was here offered to the 
Author, where Hiſtory, Politics, and Poetry opened a wide field for in- 


veſtigation, it was hardly poſſible to deſcend to minute alluſion and par- 
ticular deſcription. He proſeſſes to be ThE MoON1TOR, not THE GUIDE 
of the reader. Not anxious to make diſtinctions, where Diſtinction it- 

| ſelf 


Te 
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ſelf is no more, he wrote as the ideas roſe in his mind, with little regard to 


method and with leſs apprehenſion of cenſure. If he ſhould. be fortunate 


enough to impreſs ſomo kindred mind with thoſe. ſerious reflections on 


reading, that ſtrongly ſuggeſted themſelves to him on writing, the en- 


ſuing ſtanzas, his end will be anſwered and his ambition ſufficiently 


Fratified. 
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WESTMINSTER. 


| | > cnmuoem won bn 
M AJE E 8 TIC monument of pious toil, | 
Whoſe tow'rs ſublime in Gothic grandeur boar, NES 


Where Death ſits brooding o'er his Hobleſt ſpoil, 
And ſtrews vith ropal duſt the facred floor, 


WF » 
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Unfold | thy gloomy portals to my ſong — 


Ye duſky iſles, ye lonely cloyſters bail! 
Come, Inſpiration, | lead my beg: along, 


And all the ay of the grave unveil | 
Nor, Cynthia, thou thy glimmering 5. deny 
To gild the horrors of this dreadful gloom; 
Where the night-phantom, ſwiftly, gliding by, 
| Shoots oer my path, and beckons to its tomb. 
8 


Now 


4 : . , . 
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Bids vice unmaſk and ſtalk her nightly round; 


Now frantic Bacchanals renew their mirth, 


While Conphnepee reſts in goldee fuinhers, bound. 


Now Diſſipation drives her whirling car 
In courts to ſhine, or flaunt in maſquerade ; 

Her blazing torches glitter from afar, 
And ou meridian N on midnight 6 ſhade. 


Hence Greatneſs with thy toys — thy ſtars, thy ſtrings, 
The wel d ſcepter and imperial crown; 

My ſoul ſuperjor, views the, pride of kings, | 
And on the gn parade of courts looks down. = 


mn «aye 


The glittering ſpoils that ronnd ambition blaze, 
| The trophied arch, the golden canopy, 

The plume refulgent with the diamond's rays, 
The ſhout of millions echoing to the ſky, 


For the deep filence of the Grave I fpurn— 
And quit the living pageant for the dead: 
Mine be the plume that ſhades yon fable urn, 
While death's dark canopy inſhrouds my head, 
| Hark ! 


(8) 
Hark | how the hollow blaſt with filage whily. | 
 Roars 'midſt the: turtets of the; rocking. pile; BL Aw AUS | 


While: in deep riotth, reſponsve to the gal, 
The flow bell labours thro? Cs Cn 0 


Awe- ſtruck I kneel and kiſs the hallow'd — 
Where Britain's laurel'd progeny repoſe: ot} of 

Whole hearts no more with a bound, 
Nor their hot blood: with patriot ardour glows, - 1 | 


Ye monarchs. of the earth, — . 
And throw awhile. the rich tiara by:: 
Come, mourn with me at mighty Hexzy's OP 
ng 


Approach, nor tremble while your ſteps deſcend * ' 
To charnel'd caverns—ygrindeur's-ldſt- abode ! | ? 1 
From mould'ring- majeſty its trappitigs. rend, My EE 1 
And view the worm its regal ſpoil; cortode. j 


Come, haughty Boutbvn, to the Gods allied, 
Renounce the vaunt, and know thyſelf a man.: 


Mark yonder bier, ſad bound of human pride, | 
e e oth 
2 2 2 N * 441 4 
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Come, hoary Frederic, that drear bourn ſurvey A 
To which thy footſteps: rapidly incline 


Mark Henry's laurels thus ſhall. thine decay; 
Tho' thy bright brow a double ® wreath intwine. 


Ye mighty Shadows riſe ; confirm my. ſtrains z 
Riſe thou whom - Agincourt triumphant view'd : 

What but a ſhroud of all your pomp remains, 
Of plunder'd nations, and a world ſubdued ? 


Sapp'd by the ravage of devouring Time, 
O'er fainted EDwWARpD's ſhrine, Devotion, mourn ; 
Once deck d with treaſures brought from ev'ry clime, 


And crowns from brows of vanquith'd. monarchs torn. 


Here York and Lancaſter are foes no more, 
| But on the ſame cold marble bed repoſe: | 
3 Their idle conteſt for dominion's o'er, 
While Death's ſtrong graſp cements each rival roſe, 


RR 


The Baron, haughty, jealous, fierce of ſoul, 
Reſerved in council, dauntleſs in the field, 


Who. 


| » The double wreath of Mars and the Muſes ; ſee the Ode to Death, written by the king of Pruſ- 
AS Ga, and tranſlated into Engliſh with great elegance and Spirit by Sir James Marriot, 


1 


| Who ſearcely brock d a monarch's high controul, 
To the GREAT CongQy'RoR is compell'd to yield. 


The ane helmet and the maſſy ſpear, 
Hung o'er his tomb, their maſter's proweſs ſhow, 
Who frowns above in breathing braſs ſeyere, 

And bears defiance on his lofty brow. 


Wealth, power, ambition, where are fled thoſe charms, 
Whoſe ſway reſiſtleſs binds our hapleſs race ? 

Ye that ſo often rouze the world to 'arms, 
And ſhake contending kingdoms to their baſe. 


Where is ns breathing glow of Beauty fled, 

That once the ſoul of rival warriors fired ; 
| The ſparkling eye, the cheek: with crimſon ſpread, 
The air—the ſhape—by crouded courts admired | 


For here full many a beauteous maid reclines, 
For matchleſs worth and conſtancy approv'd ; 
And many a noble dame yon vault inſhrines, 


From kings deſcended and by kings beloved. 


(6) 

Eternal peace to * Mary's injur'd ſhade 
In life defam'd, in death with glory crown'd; 
| Securely ſlumber, near thy rival laid: 


"Beyond the'grave her vengeance cannot wound, 


Too ſtern Blizz, why that fanguine deed 
Which a deep ſhade o'er all thy gloty throws; 

And cou'd thy ſoften'd heart for Eſſex bleed, 
Nor melt with anguiſh at a ſiſter's woes ? 


But for this blot—yon center'd ſun ne'er view'd 
A throne with more triumphant ſplendor fill'd, 
Each foreign rival by thy pow'r ſubdu'd, 
Domoſtic faction by thy wiſdom ſtill'd! 


What potent ſong ſhall utter half thy praiſe ? 
Let Eutope's annals tell the wond'rous tale— 
Let freed Batavia ſongs of triumph raiſe, 
Let Spain her wreck'd Invincible bewail, 
Here, 
Mary Queen of Scots, Thaugh the Wen ef ſome late Hiſtorians have not been entirely ſues 
eeſvful In their endeavours to wipe away every repreach from the memory of this untortunate'Queen ; 


yet it ib univerſally acknowledged by all parties that ſhe met the fate to which ſhe was doomed with 
the firmneſs of an heroine, and the reſignation of a martyr. 


11 
Here, ® Perey, a I caſt way eyes; around, 
Loft in the blaze of titles and of birth; 
Who more than thee for high deſcent renown'd ? 
Who more ennobled by intrinſic worth?) 


What marbles. canyon ſeulptur d ſbrine Ulplays, 
The lofty. txophy of a huſband's love; 

Yet monuments but meanly ſpeak her praiſe 
Whom envy, muſt applaud, and vice. apprave. 


While, Britain, o'er thy. ſhrouded ſons. I tread, 
What awful terror does the thought excite: z 

While all, thy virtuous, fam'd, and. noble dead 
Start from the ſhades, and. {weep before my fight. 


Thy bearded. ſenators. of high renown, 
Who firm. in virtue's, hold, in. freedam's cauſe, 

' Taught diſtant. ſtates, to tremble at their frown, 
And gave the. qyarcigns. of. the world new laws z 


All whom. the proud, hiſtoric page proclaims, 
For wiſdom, fortitude, and worth rever'd, 

Thy Howard's, Ruſſel's, Sidney's—mighty names 
Thro' ages till, to patriot breaſts: endear d, | 


Cold. 
The late Ducheſs of Northumberland. 


9 
Cold, ſpeechleſs, pale, beneath theſe roofs recline, 
Trampled by ſlaves, by loathſome reptiles ſpurn'd 1 
Silent the tongue ſo fondly deem'd divine, 
The head that counſel'd, and the heart that burn'd. 


Where are the fires that flaſh'd from Chatham's eye, 
The ſtrains that from thoſe lips impetuous broke: 

When, warm'd by truth, and rouz'd by liberty, : 
His thundering öde th' aſtoniſh'd ſenate ſhook ? - 


By Bacon's genius with new life inform'd, 
Again the bold, expreſſive features glow ; 

The patriot kindles, by the ſculpture warm'd, 
| While fancy hears his manly periods flow. 


Here too thy warriors, who, from age to age, 
Have ſpread thy fame thro” all th' aſtoniſh'd world, 

Pointed beneath the line thy awful rage, | 
Or at the diſtant pole thy vengeance hurl'd, 


Have nerveleſs dropt that ſpear, whoſe light'ning ray 
Wither'd the Tyrant's lifted arm in fight ; 
| Pour'd on the dungeon flave reſiſtleſs day, 
And bade him rife in freedom's ſacred light. 


Where 


When hath not glory waſted Vernon s name? 
Where Waczr, WaARREN—are your deeds unſung ? 


Where CHURCHILL, Towusnkup —eldef ſons of fame, 


And Wor rz, the theme of ew'ry Briton's tongue? 


Immortal ſpirit of the dauntles. How, 
Whoſe triumphs made the weſtern world our own; 


Well may'ſt thou tear the laurels from thy brow, 
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8 


To ſee thy dear earn d vier o erthrowun. Hh J | 


Curſt civil rage=—to glut thy thirſty nk 
Inſatiate fiend, lamented Au pRE bled: 


In life's gay mern, in glory's full ON ö matt lh 
Low to the Grave deſcends his youthful | 1 * 
His fate, _ anguiſh, ſmote the royal breal, 
Where worth and valour ever finds a friend 5 


The ſtarting tear the monarch's grief confels's, 
Who bade yon marble to his name aſcend. . | 


Where is the maſter of the various ſtring, 
That all the ſoul's ſuſpended pow'rs contro d; 
Or bade it mount upon the ſeraph's wing,” | 

Rapt fancy madd ning as the meaſures roll'd? 
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Ol pen ich wote thin wortil fre. 
Thou who the chords with ſacred fury ſmate, 
And drew a | Lens, and diviner note N 
Than c er reſpunded ram the lyre , 
Tho thy bold Genius, ranging uncoofined, 
Enjoys at _ that nobler harmony 
For which on earth thy foul impatient pined, 


Look down, great Haupt, from thy native ue.” 
Where, kindling at thy ſong, Archangels glow; 


Nor, while thou lead'ſt a brighter band on high, 


Diſdain to mingle with: the thoirs below, ' © 


With ardent real to celebrate thy: Name, 
And owe with thy own. immortal flame, | | 


FORT, 4 2 
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And all the wond'ro rous powrs ts of org diſpiy, 5 


To this famed Fabric an deere train 5 
1009 31 "167 n CRP 
From _ a diſtant/ clime their r batte. bend: 5 
A 35 217127 - Se en 
Bleſt ſpirit "From the 2 of day deſcend, e 


tr b 11115 
And, while the wellig pans round thes riſe, 5 1 
214 109: 


And loud” and deep aſcends the choral Wala " ip 


79 thn Rs nel toe d Ne: z 

Forget the loftier airs of f Paradif, ple 
And deign to mite an earthly lyre again ; 7 3 
192 [is 327 


O'er mortal breaſts reſume thy woned frray, 
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Oh | for that energy ſübfime, 
Which thro' thy muſic's. bold, 90 88 a 
Roll'd with the torrents over-whelming rage, a 

To animate” this meaner thyme i e en SHER 
Then, in a ſtrain exalted as thine own, © 

Should the tranſported muſe thy praiſe reite 

With thy freed ſpirit take her rapid TO 
And urge her way to” heav'n's eternal throne, 

To hear that high, unutterable ſong. e 7 

Which thou, and the triumphant fons of light, — I 

Thro' all Eternity's "ſp day protobg't | 1 


* 


How thee new | rags the 3 ought, 


With all thy warm, energie fancy franght, 
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| Charms with the — 5 wildnefs of thy un. . 


From his bright ſphere aſtoniſh'd Dara bende, 
| Owns thy bold ſong his lofrieſ fight tranſcends, 


And learns to glow with more exalted — 


The mighty, foul of Mir ron ſmiles 10 ſee 
Its vaſt conceptions realiz'd in thee : : 


The 'nine-fold harmony he ſung was thine ; NE 


While all thy ſpirit marks his nervous line. 
35 nien N. dan ih ond fi " 
But hos. i 4 . bound a 
That ſpirit ſoar d. with how divine a (well 5 
From the deep hollow of thy, mighty. ſhell, , . 
RNuſh d the full tide of manly found— 
Rapt, fir d, tranſported with th' unbounded lay, 
The hearers thrill'd with holy extaſy, 


And in immortal pleaſures died away. 


Once more, oh! HAN DET, to our aid deſcend, 
That while the loud Hoſannas we prolong, 


Th' eternal Sire a gracious ear may lend, 


Approve our raptures, and accept the ſong, +; Here 


Here lumber thoſe whoſe ave ſpirits fours = | 
Far as the utmoſt ſtretch of human thought ; „ 1 
Who knew all arts, all ſciences explor'd, +2 2 
Now ran he: the ſtars and now the center fought, 


oy 


The 8 men who „ the sg foul 6” 
On ſtrong devotions eagle plume to riſe; 
' Who knew the frantic paſſions to re 
And rais'd our grov'ling wiſhes to barns ſkies, 


What wid majeſtic glides yon il his 5 
Around whoſe head the rain-bow's glories ſtream; 
His precepts ſtrike with awe th' attendant throng, 

Who hang — on the Roy theme ? 


"Tis NzwrToN's elf unfolds, in 3 frain, 5 
The flaming tract which devious comets run; 
- "I eternal laws that bind the ebbing main, 
And to the center fix the ſtedfaſt ſun. 


Shall Caixa ſleep forgotten 1 the duſt, 
Whoſe learned toil could from oblivion fave ? | 
No! 
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No! grateful * If6is._decks his honour'd buſt, 
* Lon pays that mes he W | 


E .. 4 4: :.% Fee 4. 1 
oh! could mine eye F ages, hte: 
Like thee, antiquity's, dark page explore, | 
Full many a god-like chief ſhould grace my verſe, 


Whoſe bones unhonour d ous th' ennobled floor. 


Hence, Superſtition, with thy frantic din, 

While SPRAT, while Bazzow, faith's calm joys diſplay, ; 
With artful Sou ru who knew the ſoul to win 

From earth to heav'n, and ſhew'd the radiant way. 


he 7 8 734" 
In PrAer, humility and genius join d, 


The friend, the ſcholar, and the critic ſhone n 
Let ev'ry muſe his buſt with garlands bind, 
And Learning her beſt mn” s loſs bemoan. : 


Illuſtrious Kinzcens were thy Et mine, 
Mine the luxuriance of thy nobler vein ; 
With bolder rage ſhould ruſh the kindling line, 


And in my . ſong thy labours breathe again, \ 
Wie While 
® The monument of this great father of Britiſh antiquities has lately been repaired and beautified 


at the expence of the Univerſity of Oxford, of which he was a member, and on which bis pro- 
duRtions reflea ſo much honour, | 


\ 


: 


(48:3; th. 
While Rubilias inſpires the. det ao, 
And calls forth all the wonders of dis art, E 
; In mute aſtoriſhment his pow'rs we own z . 


hy 


_—_ check the ſigh. that heayes wept burſting heart. 


Hold, * Death, thy Hand—that threaten'd ſtroke. bb 
The ſtroke yon grief-ſtruck huſband would repel] 3 

Whoſe eye diſtraction marks, whoſe front: e 
Whoſe veins in agonizing horror ſwell !.. 


- Mark, as the tide of ebbing life retires, 

Thro' yon fair form what well-fcign' languors ereep: 
* While her fond, ſpeechleſs lord in death admires, 
AndFclaſps her ſinking in eternal ſleep. 5 


But oh! what muſe, amidſt the bold diſplay. 
Of art and genius which theſe glooms afford, 
Shall paint their efforts in as bold a lay, 

And all the grandeur of the ſcene record | 


Forgive ye maſters. of each great deſign, 
If wond'ring awe her lips in ſulence cloſe ; 


I need.not here acquaint the reader that theſe . PIETY to that moſt da monument 
lately erected to the memory of Joſeph Gaſcoigne ID Eſq; and his Lady, 


* 
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The arduous. taſk. ws feeble powers decline: 
Unequal to the. daring theme ſhe choſe. 


* 


My ſtartled ear what ſound: of horror greets? 
"08 the dire night-bird, with her hideous cry— 
Against yon arch her boding pinion beats: 
And to their graves the ſtartled phantoms fly. 


8tay, honour'd ſhadows of the wiſe and good | 
No midnight plunderer I your haunts moleſt ; | 
No . murderer's facrilegious ſteps intrude 
To violate the grave's eternal reſ}, | 


Oh | point the way to that ſequeſter'd ſpot 
Where Britain's Bards my tearful homage claim: 
A deeper horror ſhades each riſing thought, 
And wilder terrors ſhake my trembling frame. 


Was that pale maſs inform'd with heav'nly fire, 


| Genuis- and wit is this your deſtin'd end? 


Favour'd of Phcebus, break thy uſeleſs lyre, . 


Thy ſteps already to the grave deſcend, 
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Ah! vain' the.poet's, - like ee a 
Fiction to truth reſigns her flow'ry. reign,” 
Nor ought avail'd to ward the b dart, iff 


The loftieſt fancy, or the ſweeteſt ſtrain, SUI IP 


- 


| Yet, fern Deſtroyer, vaunt not ober their bier, N 
Nor boaſt o'er art thy gloomy victory; , 1 . 
Tho' ſnatch d by. thee from all on earth held gears 
How many millions have they ſnatch'd from iel. 


Fain wou'd the muſe recount | each 88 name, 
And with, refle&ted luſtre deck her page. 


0 
Sing the bright. ſources whence ſhe, caught her flame, 
And, while ſhe ſings, aſpire to kindred age. 8 


But ah they want no fame her fil can, Sire, 
Their monuments fublimer trophies grace: 


They in their own immortal works ſurvive, . 
Nor can oblivion' s nge thoſe works deface. . 25 


* | 1 A 
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Wes duteous will the pauſe at Cuavenn's ſhrine, 


And hail the hoary Sire of Britiſh verſe: | 


To paint each ſcene of motley le was: thine, urs 


And many a jocund tale thy lays rehearſe, 
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What tho“ four centuries have odſcur'® thy thyme? 
Still lives each. character thy pen pouftray du 
Thy numbers only feel the ſoroe of time, 
The features flouriſh, tho!” the eolours fade. 


Soft oer the duſt of Span 111 let me tread; 
Whoſe gentle pipe beguil'd' the ſhepherds hours, 

Or | thro' the mazes of enchantment led, 
Thro' floods, and: coral grots, and: fairy bowers. 


* 


Sweet Bard! whom Maulla's widow'd' tide deplores, 
Oh! kill'd to © lince” the keart with tender woe! 
How do che . thy muſe of ſGrrow pours, 
In kindred anguiſh melt us as they flow. 1 


To ſee hes by rebellion's lnvlefs hand; 
From all the joys of love and friendſhip torn, 
Thy fields, the plunder of a barb'rous band, 
And oh! thyſelf the haughty ® Burleigh's ſcorn. 
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„ The Lord Treaſurer Burleigh was tlie Implacable-enemy of Spenſdr whoſe hatred was further 
inflamed by ſome verſes in which our author beautifully and unge deſcribes the a og 
. on Court favours, 


{( ng.) 
Thee too ſhe hails, alike misfortune's « ſport, 'Y 
| Whoſe artful. fatire ſcourg'd a bigot races ifs = 


Lov'd, yet neglected, by a venal court, N 
Its giddy monarch's favourite and a belt nf 2 1 3 


Great father of the Britiſh drama riſe, A oo = 3 

Nor more with Naldo fires diſdainful burn; | 8 5 1 
Tho“ Avon's loftier ſwan hath ſnatch'd the prize, 

still no mean laurel ſhades thy honour'd urn. W 


Riſe, and reſume thy antient comic vein, _ 
As thro' thy muſe's favourite haunts we ſtray: "LA 
The ſprightly Cowtzy too our train ſhall. join, 15 
And give to wit and love the feſtive day. | 


Maſter of Nature! who, with heay'n-taught kill, 
Knew ev'ry paſſion's ſecret ſpring to move; 8 
With horror now the throbbing vein to chill, 85 


Now rouze to vengeance, and now warm to love: | 755 


Whether we hear thy artful Hamlet tve, 
Or frantic Lear his Tale of horror tell, 
With 'Ariel mount, or tempt the yawning cave | WES 


Where hags of darkneſs chaunt the mutter'd ſpell, "i 
pO Or ts a RS - - Oht ü 
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gen Johnſon, 


62 
i besen, Herde uo des- sine 
Beyond each antient's loftieſt name renow nid; 
Who ſhall purſue thee in thy darigg flight? 
| Who trace thoſe eps. that bn creation's. bound? 


 Clmmarlan: darkneſs. ſhield me from FA blaze 
Of glory, ſtrong, ineffable that flows ; 
From thoſe bright * wheels that dart * pernicious * 
And bear Matin on his blaſted foes! » 


What black Alma, what horrors ſhade each brow, 
But chief the Apoſtate s rebel ſoul. appall ? 

As headlong down the yawning. gulphs below 
They ruſh—while Chaos bellows in their fall. 


With, plume, like Min ron 8, vigorus and ſublime, 
Buy want forbid like Mir rox to aſpire, | 
Lo! Davpx, ſweeteſt of the ſons of chyme, 7 
Whate + ſong was, muſic and whoſe breat'a hre. 


Like great Daruvs fall's n= While daring Haste 
ho he not humbleſt of the lyric train, 
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. . ee Pin Loſt, Book 6, 


( Bot man may joftly tuneful firalns adware, 3 
Whole ſoul is muſic and his breaſt a lyre, Daypan, 
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Ni Sqars in his mantle thro' the etherial y. 


e Nor checks the fiery. ſeed, but gives the. bat un, 0 
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„„ And ye, of meaner flatne, and humbler wings 
1 | Whoſe aſhes ſtrew this conſecrated ils 
"  -- Tho! dumb each voice, tho tuneleſs ev ry ſtrin, 
| | Yet has the grave ite charms, and death 4 fie 


1 The ſoul, that ſpurn d on earth its kindred clay, 
ä | | May now ſubſtantiate all its airy. dreams, 
Tranſported thro! its own Elyrium ſtray, 


6 | | Taſte nectar d fruits, and quaff Nepenthean ſtreams. 


| 85 Sweet be your flumbers, as the lays ye ſung, 
Ohl may no ruffian hands your ſhrines deface; _ 
'Till the great chords of nature be unſtrung, W 1 08 


umd ene wide ruin whelm the facred p qs. 

Io Till the archangel's awful trump ſhall found, e BR "0 

. And pour thro' nature the laſt loud alarms; OY 
Level yon lofty columns with the ground, 5 8 


«os And from thoſe breathing ſoulptures rend ab 3 9 © gh 4 
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1 The Immortals, bending from cheir thrones of light, 15 
* Bite their loud harpe and hail th aſcending throng. 


* Wulle 0 che heavn of heay'ns, they \irge their flight, 9 9 | 
| . Join the bright hoſt and ſwell th' eternal ſong. 1 e "vl 
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